ABSTRACT. Checklist of aedine mosquito species (Diptera, Culicidae, Aedini) occurring in Middle and South America (south of the United States) reflecting current generic and subgeneric status. A list of species of tribe Aedini from Middle and South American, south of the United States, with their current generic combinations is provided. Its purpose is to enable entomologists, public health personnel and mosquito control workers to more quickly become familiar with recent formal taxonomic changes within the tribe.
listed the species of Culicidae from Middle and South America, south of the United States, and provided a basis for the present checklist of Aedini. Several recent studies resulted in a number of generic and subgeneric changes to the classification of the tribe in this geographic region and other regions of the world. Changes that impact on the Middle and South American fauna included the resurrection of Ochlerotatus Lynch Arribalzaga to generic status from the composite genus Aedes Meigen (Reinert 2000) . More recently, Reinert et al. (2004) revised the generic classification of Aedini based on cladistic analyses of all previously recognized genera, subgenera and major species groups of the tribe. As a result of this extensive study, which included 172 morphological characters of all life stages, 46 genera are now recognized for most of the species previously included in 12 genera and 56 subgenera. 120 species are now classified in one or other of the genera. In this geographical area, species previously included in subgenera Ochlerotatus (58 species) and Protomacleaya Theobald (35 species) of Ochlerotatus and one species of subgenus Aedimorphus Theobald of Aedes cannot be placed in a currently recognized genus and are regarded as incertae sedis (a Latin term meaning "of uncertain taxonomic position") within Aedini. These species are indicated in the list below as belonging to genus (subgenus) of authors, e.g., Aedes (Aedimorphus) sensu auctorum. These generic-level designations are not to be interpreted as having formal status. They are merely temporary repositories for the species listed below them and we recommend the generic-level taxa sensu auctorum continue to be used in the accustomed combinations until the generic placement of these species is resolved. By doing so, minimal disruption will occur with the use of species names with their associated generic-level (genus and subgenus) names. As an example, Aedes (Aedimorphus) vexans Meigen is a valid species of uncertain generic and subgeneric placement that was previously placed in subgenus Aedimorphus of Aedes. Once the phylogenetic relationships of incertae sedis species have been analyzed, they will be retained in their current genera, assigned to new genera, or placed in genera resurrected from synonymy with the genera in which they were previously assigned. However, we emphasize that until such studies have been accomplished, incertae sedis species should continue to be cited with their accustomed generic and subgeneric affiliations. Studies are currently underway to resolve the taxonomy of the incertae sedis taxa.
In the new classification, genus Aedes is restricted to the former subgenus Aedes. Stegomyia Theobald, formerly a subgenus of Aedes, is now reinstated to its original status as a genus and includes the two imported species St. aegypti (Linnaeus) and St. albopicta. Genus Ochlerotatus is restricted to five species unassigned to subgenus that were previously included in subgenus Ochlerotatus. Four former subgenera of Ochlerotatus, i.e., Howardina Theobald, the monobasic Aztecaedes Zavortink, Gymnometopa Coquillett, and Kompia Aitken, now have full generic status. Haemagogus Williston and Psorophora are still recognized as genera and their subgeneric classifications remain unchanged. Abbreviations used for genera (2 letters) and subgenera (3 letters) of Culicidae follow Reinert (2001) and Reinert et al. (2004) Levi-Castillo, 1955 
